SIS installed the pitch at Moscow's Luzhniki Stadium for the UEFA Champions League cup final last
year (the fourth such Cup Final pitch they have laid) — next years cup final will be staged at
Bernabeu Stadium, Madrid, another pitch re-build for SIS this year.

Mike Beardall looks at pitch construction company SIS, which
has achieved an impressive record for the year — including
the installation of seven stadium pitches in just eight weeks...

to international acclaim.
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One sports pitch construction

company has made more international
headlines this year than any other. SIS
(Support In Sport) has not only rebuilt the
Real Madrid pitch in record time but has
been working throughout August and
September in creating fifteen new pitches
for the African Cup championships:
COCAN 2010.

And in the Ukraine, a new stadium
pitch at Shakhtar Donetsk has been com-
pletely constructed by SIS — the venue
will host some of the EURO Champi-
onship games in 2012.

With pitch re-turfing projects at Porto,
Sporting Lisbon, and Ajax (Amsterdam),
plus pitch construction at Copenhagen
and Hampden (Glasgow) all under their
belts, the SIS team are rightly coming in
for a great deal of praise.
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SIS won the US$25m contract to design
and build all of the African Championship
pitches for COCAN 2010 in Angola —
Cabinda José Stadium pictured.

Record Rebuild at

Bernabeu Stadium

Real Madrid Head Groundsman, Paul
Burgess (formerly award-winning Head
Groundsman of Arsenal FC) commented:
“SIS were outstanding and were up
against tight deadlines in constructing
the pitch at the Bernabeu Stadium. They
were originally given just 28 days to com-
plete the project and started on June 25,
but had to stop after a week because we
had a giant stage installed for a concert.

“Then they completed the whole pro-
ject in just twelve days, which involved
removing the existing turf with a special
machine, taking out the original system
fibres and separating them from the root-
zone. They also removed the heating and
irrigation pipes and installed new systems
before relaying the cleaned rootzone,
adding five centimetres of new rootzone.

“SIS also constructed a new synthetic
grass track surround and installed pipes
for electric cables, putting in place 83
manholes. It was an incredible job, car-
ried out by between eight and twenty
staff. They are very professional, very
skilled, and are definitely the best pitch
construction company there is for foot-
ball stadiums.”

UEFA Champions League
& COCAN 2010 Projects

SIS installed the pitch at Moscow's Luzh-
niki Stadium for the UEFA Champions
League cup final last year (the fourth
such Cup Final pitch they have laid) —
which will be staged at the Bernabeu in
Madrid next year.

When the company won the contract
to design and build all of the African

Left: SIS rebuilt the
pitch at Real
Madrid's Bernabeu
Stadium in record
time and to bigh

praise.

Championship pitches for COCAN
2010 in Angola, it was a major feather in
their cap.

The US$25m contract to design and
build fifteen natural grass pitches for the
African Championships was a massive
vote of confidence for the company with
bases in the UK, Holland and Ireland.

SIS Chief Executive Officer, George
Mullan, said: “This project opens up a
new market for SIS in Africa. It has been
a demanding project, but the results are
impressive and will give a tremendous
boost to Angola for what is going to be a
massive series of events.”

Mr Mullan spent three weeks visiting
the venues and reviewing the plans with
Daniel Ribeiro of GeoDesenho, a Por-
tuguese company.

Design, Build & Maintain

SIS presented a unique proposal for the
Championships, not only to design and
build, but also to maintain the pitches
through the growing period and to the
end of the tournament.

During the summer, up to twenty-two
SIS staff worked on all the pitches,
including the main stadiums of Luanda
(the capital), Bengula, Lubango and
Cabinda — together with training centres
and nursery pitches.

George Mullan commented: “Rather
than just build the pitches, we wanted to
take ownership of the pitches through to
the end of the Championships, this
allows COCAN to focus on the event
without concerns over the pitches.”

After two separate visits to Angola,
Mr Mullan further advised: “Angola is
determined to deliver the best tourna-
ment with new stadiums, roads and
hotels at each of the four venues.”

PRODUCTS

George Mullan,
CEQO, Support
In Sport (SIS).

For the Angola project, SIS shipped
tractors, trailers, box grade lasers, main-
tenance equipment, seed and fertilizer to
ensure the project was completed on
time.

Seven Stadiums in
Eight Weeks

SIS completed a hectic few months
installing natural grass in seven stadiums
across Europe. New pitches were installed
in Copenhagen, Madrid, Lisbon, Amster-
dam, Glasgow, Donetsk, and Porto —
totalling up to 71,000sgm.

In Amsterdam, SIS removed and
installed a new pitch in just twelve hours
following the U2 concert at the stadium,
with a tournament commencing just eight
hours after the pitch was completed.

SIS completed their busy summer
schedule with a new pitch at Hampden
Park in Glasgow, Scotland, in late August
involving pitch reconstruction in addition
to turf installation.

The company has designed and con-
structed sports surfaces throughout
Europe and for some of Europe’s leading
clubs, including Manchester United, 2
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— Paul Burgess, Head Groundsman, Bernabeu Stadium (home to Real Madrid).
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TURF & ALLIED PRODUCTS

“We are absolutely delighted with the whole facility, the
professionalism of SIS, and the delivery of the world-class

Glasgow Celtic, Rangers, Ajax and Benfi-
ca. Sports surfaces by SIS include natural
grass and synthetic turf (which the com-
pany manufactures at its own factory in
Cumbria, UK). Natural turf is grown by
SIS specifically to order for individual
pitches and sports stadiums on farms in
the UK, Portugal and Germany.
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synthetic rugby pitch... 7

— Dan Lewis, Deputy Director of Sports, Durham University.

Of the Real Madrid project, George
Mullan — who hails from Sligo on the
west coast of Ireland — remarked: “This
was one of the most complex jobs SIS has
done. It was a real challenge because of
the heat and the access to the stadium —
but the team worked tirelessly to com-
plete the pitch on time.”

The 80,400-seater stadium is in the
centre of Madrid and there is only one
small access tunnel 2.5m wide by 2.5m
high. SIS used a Sisavator machine, which
the company has developed, to remove
the pitch — similar to a Koro but with a
different action — and the base was
laser-levelled.
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Shakhtar Donetsk Stadium
Challenge: A Big Success
for SIS

A major project in the Ukraine at the
Shakhtar Donetsk Stadium was recently
completed by SIS, with the result being a
high-spec pitch that will be used during
the EURO 2012 Championships.

SIS Contracts Manager, Phil Blackwell,
advised: “Working in the Ukraine was an
interesting and challenging experience
for the team. The finished pitch is one
that will live up to the demands of inter-
national football.” At Donetsk, SIS com-
menced work between October and

A major project in the Ukraine at the Shakbtar Downetsk Stadium was recently completed
by SIS, with the result being a high-spec pitch that will be used

during the EURO 2012 Championships.







